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ALETTER, Writ by M:n Hey 
FAGEL, Pcnlioner of Heilland, tor Mr. 
James Stewart, Advocate; Giving an A 
count of the Prince and Princeſ: of Orange's 
thoughts concerning the Repeal of the 2 e/t, 
and the Penal Laws. 


SIR, 
Am extream ſorry, that my ill health hath long hindred 
me from Anſwering thoſe Letters, in which you fo carneſt- 
ly defired to know of me, what their Highneſſes thoughts are, 
concerning the Repeal of the Penal Laws,and mare particularly 
of that concerning the Tef : I beg you to allure your ſelf, that 
1 will deal very plainly with you in this matter, and without 
Reſerve, ſince you ſay that your Letters was writ by the King's 
knowledge and allowance. I muſt then f-f of all allure you 
very poſitively, that their Higbneſſes have often declared, as 
They did more particularly to the Marquis of Albeville, His 
Majeſtics Envey Extraordinary to the States, that it is their O- 
pinion, That no Chrittian engl to be perſecuted for bu Conſcience,or 
be ill uſed becauſe be differs from the publick and and eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion : And therefore, they can conſent, that the Paps#: in Eng- 
land, Scorl:md and Ireland be ſultered to coutinue in their Rele- 
«tem, with as much Liberty as is allowed them by tlic States 
4 theſe Provinces ; in which it cannot be denied, that they en- 
4 ya full Liberty of Conſcience. And as forthe Dyſenters, Their 
firgbneſſes do not only conſent, but do heartily approve of "their 
having an entire Liberty, for the full Exerciſe of their Religion, 
without any trouble or hindrance; fo that none maybe able 
to give them the leaſt diſturbance upon that account, 

And their Highnefſes are very ready, in calc His Majeſty hall 
think'firto dofire it, to declare them wilingacls to concuruy 
the ſettling, ard confirming this Liberty, and as far as it hes in 
them, they will proce!t and Gefend it, and according to the 
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Legg of Treaties, They will confirm it with their Gaar- 
ranty, of which you made mention in yours. 

And if His Majeſty ſhall think fit fuether to defire their con. 
currence in the Repealing of the Penal Laws, They are ready 
to give it; provided always that thoſe Laws remain ftill in their full 
wwgour, by which the R. Eatholicks are ſhut ont of bath Honſes of Par. 
homent, and out of all publick Employments, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil and 

tary ; as likewiſe all thoſe other Laws, , which confirm the 
Proteffamt Religion, and which ſecures it.againſt all the attempts 
of the Roman Catholicks. , IR 

But Their Highneſſes cannot agree to the Repeal of the 7:F, 
or of thoſe other Pena! Law: lait mentioned, that tend to the 
(ecurity of the Protefqnt Religion ; ſince the R. Catbolicks re- 
ceive no other prejudice from theſe, than 'the being excluded 
from Parliaments, or from publick Employments. 'And that by 
them the Proteffaxit Religicn is covered from all the Deſigns of 
the R. Catholicks againſt it, or againſt the publick ſafety ; And 
neither the Teft nor theſe other Laws can be ſaid to carry in them 
any ſeverity againſt the Rowan Catbolicks upon account of their 
Confiences: They ate only Proviſions qualifying.men to be 
Members of Parhament, or to be capable of bearing Office ; 
by which they muſt declare before God and Men, that they are 
for the Proteſtant Religion. So that indeed, all this amounts to 
no more than a ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion from any Preju- 
dices that it may receive from the R. Catholicks. 

Their Higbneſſes have thought and do ſtill think, that more 
than this ought not to be askt, or expetted from Them: ſince 
by this means, the R Catholicks and their Poſtcrity will be for 
ever ſecured from all trouble in their Perſons or tes, or in 
the Exerciſe of their Religion ; and that the Roman Catholicks 
ought to be ſatished with this, and not to difquiet the Kingdom 
becauſe they cannot be admitted to fit in Parliament, or to be 
in Employments ; or becauſe thoſe Laws, in which the ſecuri- 
ty of the Preteftant Religiondoes chiefly conſiſt, are not repeal - 
ed, by which they may be put in a condition to overturn it. 

Their Highnefſer do alſo believe; that the Diſſemters will be 
fully ſativhied when they ſhall be for ever covered from all dan- 
ger of being diſturbed, or puniſhed for the free Exerciſe of their 
Religion, upon any fort of pretence wharſocver. 

Their 
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Their Higbneſſes having declared themſelves fo poſitively in 
theſe matte, it ſeems very plain to me, that They are far from 
ap. 5-44 hindrance to the Freeing the Diſſenters from the ſever- 

the Penal Law: ;, fince they are ready to uſe their utmoſt 
endedrours for the eſtabliſhing of it ;'nor do-they at all pref the 
denying to the Roman Catbolicks the exerciſe of their Religion, 
provided it be managed modeſtly, and without Pomp or Olten- 
tation. As for my own part, | ever was and ſtill am very much 
againſt all thoſe. who would perſecute any Chriftian becauſe he 
ditfers from the | publick and eſtabliſhed R- And l hope by 
the Grace of God to continue Rilt in the mind ; for lince 
that Light, with which Region illuminates our mind, is bo 
cording to my ſenſe of things, purely an effelt of the M 
God to us, we ought then, as | think, torender to G 7] 
flible Thanks for his Goodneſs to us : and to have Pity for 
Noſe ofe who are (til (hurt up in Error, even as (God has pitied as, 
and to put up not carneſt prayers to God, for bringing thoſe 
into the way of Truth, who ſtray from it, and to uſe all geatle 
and friendly methods for reducing them to it. 

But I confeſs, I could never comprehend how any that pro- 
fe themſelves Chrifians,, and. that miy "enjoy their * Rihiaios 
freely and without any. diſturbance, "can judge it hatin tor 
them to go about to dilturb the Quiet of any dow# or State, 
or to overturn Conſtitutions, that"ſo they themſelves may be 
a{mitted to Employments, and chat thoſe Laws in which the 
Serurity « and Quict gf the, Eſtabliſhed Religion. chnfitts, . fhoaly 
be 

It is plain, that the Refw med Religion is by the Grate of God 
and by the Z Law: of the , enatted by both and Parlie- 
ment, the publick and abliſhcd 
land and Ireland and that i ye. 0h 
can be admitted Ether 'to.Q p 


2; Employment __ thts ace} 
fits. P,oto ant Religion, and not 9m. Corbobicks, ; and it 


is pt ovided by thoſe Laws, that the Proteftant Religinn (hall 
be in all time coming { from the Deſigns of the Roman Ca- 


tholick; againit it; jo alli [9.9800 that theſe Law; con- 
tain any Severity, either againſt the' Perſons of” Eſtates of thoſe 


wio canagt take thole Tefs, that ace cantrary to the Roman Ca- 
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thelick Religion ; all the inconveniences that can redourd to them 
from thence, is, thet their Ferſons, their Eltates, and even the 
Exerciſe ol their Religion being allured to them, only they .can 
haye.no ſhare, in the Government, nor in Cheers of Truſt, as 
long as their Conſciences do not albw them tortake theſe _ 
and they are not ſultercd to doany thing that is to the prejuilice 
of the Referwed Religion, 
Since, as | bave dready told you, Their Hig bneſſe: are realy 
ta concur with his Majeſty for the Repeal of thoſe Penal Laws, 
by 'which men are made liable to haes or other Puniſhments, 
So I ſee there Remains no difficulty concerning the Repealing 
the Penal Laws, but only this, that ſome would have the Roman 
Catbolicks, render d capable of all publick Truſts and Employ- 
ments,and that by conſequence,all thoſe ſhould be repealed that 
have ſecured the Prote#tanc Religion againſt the defigns of the R, 
Catbolicks, where others at the ſame time are not lcfs carneſt to 
have thoſe Laws maintained in their full and duc vigour; and 
think, that the chicf ſecurity of the eſtabliſhed Religion conſiſts 
in the preſerving of them ſacred and unſbaken, 
*  1t jg certain, that there is no Kingdym, Commonwealth, or any 


conſtituted body or Aſſembly whatſoever, 'in which there are. 
not Laws made for the ſafety thereof; and that provide againſt 
all Attempts whatſoever, that diſturb their Peace, and that pre- 
ſcribe the Conditions and Quelitics that they judge neceſſary fur 
all that ſhall bear Employments in that Kingdom, State or Cor- 

ration :, And no man can pretend, that there is any Injury 


one hint,” that he is not admitted ro Imploy.nents when he 
doth ngt_(atisfic ha Coogions and Qualities required. 

Nor can it be denied, that there is a great difference to be 
obſerved in the conduct of thoſe of the Reformed Religion, and 
of the Ramen Catal towards one another; The Roma Cathy- 
lieks.not being ſatisfied to Exclude the Reformed from all places 
of profit or of. T cult, they do abſblutely ſuppreſs the whale Ex- 
erciſe of that Religion and ſeverely perſecige all that profe(s it ; 
and this they do jn alf thaſe places where it is ſafs and without 
danger, to catry on, that ri wk And I ath ſorry that we have 
at this preſent {o many plor ble Inſtances of this ſeverity be- 
fore outeyes, that is at the Yame ime pur T9 prattice in ſo many 
different places, . meh rrniugnny, .. 

1 wou'd therefore gladly ſee one ſingle good reaſon to move 


a Proteſtant that fears God, and that is concerned for his Re/rg1vn, 
to 
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ty conſent-to the, Repealing of thoſe [ aws that have been enatted 
by the Authority of King and Parliament, which have no other 
tendency but to the ſecurity of the Reformed Relizion, and to 
the reſtraining of the Roman Corbelicks from a capacity of overs 
turning «t 3 "theſe Laws inflict neither Fines neg -. [ugiſhments, 
and do only exclude the. Rowan Catholicks from a ſhare-in tthe 
Government, wi.o by being in Employments mult ncals ſtudy 
to increaſe their Party; and ro gain to it more Crelit and Power, 
which by what we ſee every day, we muſt coneglude, will be 
extxcamly gangerous to the Reformed Religion, and mutt turn to 
its great prejudice: fince in all places, thoſe that are in publick 
Employments, do naturally Favour that Religion of which they 
are, either more or leſs. And who would go about to perſwade. 
me or any man elſe to endeavour to move Their Highneſſes, 
whom God hath honoured fo far as to make them the Protect. 
os of his Church, to approve-of, or to canſent tq things fo 
hurtful, both tothe Reformed Religion and to the publick ſafety. 
Nor can [, Sir, with your good leave, in any way grant. what. 
you apprehend, That no prejudice will thereby redound to 

the Reformed Religion. 
| know it is commonly. faid the.number of the Rom us C atho< 
keks in ons and Scorland is very inconſiderable ; and that they 
are ed only of a very ſmall number of the places of Truſt 
tho even as to this, the caſe is quite different in Ireland : yet this 
you muſt of neceſſity grant me, that if their numbers are ſmall, 
then it is not reaſonable that the publick Peace ſhould be diſtur. 
bed on the account of fo few p=rions, eſpecially when fo great a 
favour may be offered to them; ſuch as the free Exercile of their 
Religion would be : and if their numbers are greater, then there 
is ſo much the more reaſon to be aliraid of them ;_ I do indeed 
believe that Romen Cathelicks, as things at preſent ſtand, will 
nqt be very deſirous to be in pablick Offices and Imployments, 
nor thag they will make any attempts upan the Refarmed Religi- 
om, both becauſe this contrary to Law, an becauſe of the great 
Inconvenicnces that this may bring at ſome other time both on 
their Perſons, and their Eſtates : yet if the Reſtraints of the 
Law were once taken off, you would fee them brought into 
the Goverument, and the _chicf Offices aad Places of Traſt 
would be p.it ia thnic hands;na will.it be cafy: to His Majefyto 
reſiſt them in this how ſtedfaſt fever he may be ; for they will 
certainly- prels him hard in it,and they will repreſent this tothe 
King 
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King, as a matter in which His Conſcience will be concerned; 
and when they are poſſeſſed of the Publick Offices, what will 
be left for the Proteſtants to do, who will tind no more the ſup. 
port of the Law, and can expett little Encouragement from 
ſuch Magiſtrates ? and on the other hand, the Advantages that 
the R. Catholicks ww4ll find in being thus (et looſe from all Re. 
ſtraints, are ſo plain, that it were a loſs of time to go about the 
proving it. I neither can or will doubt of the. ſincerity of His 
Majeſties intentions, and that He has no other deſign before 
Him in this matter, but that all his Subjefts may teryoy in all 

things the ſame Rights and Freedoms. 
But plain Reaſon, as well as the Experience of all Ages, the 
t as well as the paſt, ſhews, that it will be impoſſible for 
R. Catholicks and Proteſtants, when they are mixed together in 
places of 1 ruſt and publick Employments, to live together 
peaceably,or to maintain a good Correſpondence togther. They 
will be certainly always jealous of one another ; Forthe Princi. 
ples, and the Maxims of both Ro are (6 oppoſite io one an. 
ec how it will bo in the power 
of any Prince orKing whatſoever, to keep down thoſe Sulpitiong 
and Animoſities, which will be apt to ariſe upon all occaſions. 
As for that which you apprehend, that the Di/enters ſhall 
not be delivered from the Penal Laws that are made againſt 
them, unleſs at the ſame time the Teft be likewiſe repealed : 
This will be indeed a great unhappineſs to them; but the Roman 
Catbolicks are only to blame for it, who will rather be content 
that they and their Poſterity ſhould lie ſtill under-the weight 
of the Penal Laws, and expoſed to the hatred of the whole Na- 
tion, than be ſtill reſtrained from a capacity of attempting any 
thing againſt the Peace and the Security of the Proteſt ant Rel:- 
gion, And be deprived of that ſmall advantage ( if it is at all 
to he reckoned one ) of having a ſhare in the Government and 
publick Employments ; ſince im all places of the World this has 
been alwayy the priviledge of the Religion that is eſtabliſhed by 
Law; and inderd theſe Attempts of the Roman Catholicks ought 
to be fo much the more ſuſpected and guarded againſt by Pro- 
reſtants, in that they ſee that Roman Catholicks, even when liable 
to the Severity of Penal Laws, do yet endeavour to perſwade 


ts Adajefy, to make the Proteſtants, whether they will or not, 
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diſſolve that Security which they have for their Religion : 
and to clear a way for bringing in the Roman Catholicks to the 
Government, and to publick Employments : in which caſe there 
wou'd remain no relief for them but what were to be expected 
from a Roman Catholick Government, 

Such then will be very unjult to their Highneſſes, who ſhall 
blame them for any Inconveniency that may arife from thence; 
ſince they have declared themſelves fo freely on this ſubje&, 
and that ſo much to the advantage even of the Roman Caths- 
licks. And fince the Settlement of matters ſticks at this fingle 
point, that Their Highneſſes cannot be brought to conſent to 
things that are ſo contrary to Laws already in being, and that 
are ſo dangerous and ſo hurtful to the Proteſtant Religion, as 
the admitting of Roman Catholicks to a ſhare in the Government, 
and to places of Truſt, and the Repealing of thoſe Laws, 
that can have no other effect but the ſecuring of the Proteſtant 
Religion from all the Attempts of the Roman Catholicks againſt 
it would be. 

You write, That the Roman Catholick: in theſe provinces are not 
ſhut out from the Employments and places of Truſt ; But in” this 
you are much miſtaken. For our Laws are expreſs, excluding 
them by name from all ſhare in the Government, and from 
al Employmenes cither of the Policy or Juſtice of our Coun- 
try, It is true, 1 do not know of any expreſs Law, that ſhuts 
them out of Military Employments; that had indeed been 
hard, fince in the firſt Formation of our State they joyned with 
us in defending our publick Liberty, and did us eminent ſer- 
vice during the Wars; therefore they were not ſhut out from 
thoſe Military Employments; for the publick ſafety was no 
way endanger'd by this, both becauſe their numbers that ſer- 
ved in our Troops were not great, and becauſe the Srates 
could eaſily prevent any Inconvenience that might ariſe out of 
that; which could not have been done fo eaſily, if the Roman 
Catholicks had been admitted to a Share in the Government,and 
in the Policy or Juſtice of our Srate 

| am very certain of this, of which I could give very good 
proofs, that there is nothing which Their Highneſſes defire (© 
much, as that His Majefy may Reign happily, and in an entire 
Confidence with his SubieCts ; and that His ſubjets being pert 
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ſwaded of His Majeſties fatherly afteftion to them, may be rea. 
dy to make him all the returns of Duty that are in their Power, 
But their Highneſſes are convinced in their Conſciences, that 
both the Proteſtant Religion, and the ſafity of the Nation, will 
be expoſed to-mott certain Dangers, if cither the Teſt, or tho% 
, other Penal Laws, of which | have made frequeat mention, 
ſhould be Rep:aled ; Therefore they cannot conſent to this, wor com- 
cur with His Majeſty's Will, for they beligue, they ſhould bave rauch 
to Anſwer for to God, if the conſideration of 'any preſent advantage, 
ſhould carry them to conſent and concur 1 things which they beliew 
would be not only dangerous, but miſchievous to the Proteſt ant Religicn, 
Their Highneſſes have ever pay'd a molt, profound Duty to 
| His Majef whcih they will always continue to do ; for they 
conſider themſelves bound to it, -both by the Laws of God and 
of Nature : But ſince the matter that\is now in hand, relates 
nat to the making of new Laws, but to the total Repcaling of 
;thoſe already made both by King and Parliament : 'They ds 
not ſee how it can be expected of them, that they ſhould con. 
ſent to ſuch a Re to which they have ſo jult.an averſion, 
as bcing a thing that is. contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
J1 Chriſtian Stares, whether Protef ents Or Papiſts, who receive 
fone to a ſharcin the Government, or ta publick Empioyments, 
but thoſe who profeſs the publick and eſtabliſhed Religion and 
that take care (o ſecure it againſt all attemp:s whatſoever. 

I do not think it neceſſary to demonſtfateto you how mach 
their Highneſſes are devntcd to His Majeſty, of which they have * 
givea ſuch real Evidences as arc beyond all- verbal ones ; 2nd 
they are reſo]ved ſtill to continue in the ſame Duty gad Alfctti- 
on ; or rather to encreale it, if that is poſſible. 


SIR, 


Novem). 4. 1687. 


Amilerdam, Printed in the Tear 1688: 
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Reflexions on Monſicur Fagel's Letter. 


SIR, 


_ endeavour to anſwer yours as fully and briefly as poſ- 
ible. ; 

7. You deſire to know whether the Letter 1 ſent you be 
truly Monſieur Fagel's or not. | 

2. Whether their Highneſſes gave him Commiſſion to 
write it, 

3. How far the Diſſenters may relic on their Highneſſes 
word. 

4. What effects it has on all forts of People. 

Sir, Roman Catholicks may be pardoned if they endeavour 
to make that Letter paſs for an Impoſture, it is their Intereſt ſo 
to do, and they are ſeldom wanting to promote that, let the 
methods be never fo indirett which they are forced to make 
uſe of: It does indeed ſpoil many hopeful - projects of theirs. 
But how any Proteſtant among us can really doubt the truth 
of it, is ſtrange to me. Some things carry their own c vidence 
along with them; I take this Letter to be one of that kind. [ 
do not deſire you to believe me upon my bare affirmation that 
I kaow it to be genuine, ( tho this be moſt true ) but ſhall of- 
fer my Reaſons to convince you that it cannot be otherways. 

Firſt, The Letter is like its Author, the Matter is weighty, 
the Reaſoning ſolid, the Stile grave, full and clear, like that of 
a Lawyer : It has an Air all over, which as well ſhews the Re- 
ligion- and Temper of its Writer, as the Matter and Method 
of it do his Capacity and Judgment. - Now all theſe Quali- 
ties make up the Character of Monſieur Fagel, 

Secondly, There are the ſame grounds to believe this Letter 
to be M. Fagel's, as there are to believe any thing you have 
not ſeen, viz. The conſtant Aſſeverations of Perſons of un- 
doubted Credit that come from Holland, who all agree in it, 
and aſſure us of it. AM. Fagel own'd it to ſeveral Engliſh Gen- 
tlemen, and many both here and in Holland knew two months 
ago that fuch a Letter was written; a Forgery would _ 
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this time have been deteed, eſecially ſuch a one as ruines the 
Deſigns of the Triumphing Party. | 

Thirdly, it was wntten by M. Fage!- mn Anſwer to Letters 
from "Mr. Stewart, ſetit by His Majelties ſpecial Orders, and 
Mr. Stewart hath both an Engliſh and Latm Copy ſent him ; 
"Therefore the Engliſh Copy is not called a Tranſlation, 'but it is 
a ſort of Original; for you are not to doubt but the maiter was 
ordered fo, that her Royal Highneſs might peruſe it- as well 
as his Majeſty. £ "A 

In the next place you would know wherber rheir Hig bweſſes 
gove Order to Monſiear Fagel to write #4. 

{ wiſh Sir, you would take the pains to read the Letter over 
2gain, and confider who this Monſieur Faget is ; He -is Penfio. 
nary of Hellend, and firſt Miniſtor of State, raiſed to that Dig- 
nity by the Prince's Favour, he Anſwers Letters written to him, 
which are ordered by His Majeſty to be communicated to their 
pry In his Anſwer, he gives an Aceount of their High- 
nelſes Opinions about the Repeal of the Penal Laws and Teft ; 
Matters of a National Concern, and of the greateſt Importance. 
Now you muſt haye a ſtrange Opinion of Monſieur Fagel,if you 
think him capable of fo great an Indifcretion (or rather Impo- 
ſture) as to write ſuch a Letter of his own Head, The Letter 
it ſelf Demonſtrates, that whoever writ it is -no Fool, and the 
Circumſtances | have marked ſhow that he is no Knave, And 
indeed the ſubſtance of it is not new, it only repeats to His 
Maieſty the ſame Anſwer which the Prince and Princeſs had 
formerly given to His Majeſtics Envoy there, 

In ſhort, you may leave the whole Matterto this plain iſſue: 
if this Letter be a falſe one it will be diſown'd, if a-true one it 
will be owned, Their Highneſſes love not -to do things that 
will not bear the Light. -It is Evident, they did not intend 
the Matter of it ſhould be a Secret, having told it. to Monſieur 
4 Albeville; as often as he (in his Diſcreet Way) neceſſitated 
them to do it. But how it came to be Printed, 1 cannot in- 
form you-juſtly ; however you ſhall have my conjecture. 

| remember. as ſoon as it was noiſed about Town, that Mr. 
Stewart had received a Letter of ſuch. a Nature ffor Monſieur 
Fagel, care was taken that the Writer of the Common News 
Letters which are diſperſed over the Kingdom, ſhould infert 

in 
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in them that their Highneſſes had declared, themſelves for the 
Repeal of the Teft. This Pia Fraw might, I ſuppoſe, give 
Occaſion to the Printing of the Letter, -as the Wiſdom and Poli- 
cy of our States-men (n putting Mr. Stewart oh Writing fuch 


Letters) had it : | ay Lerrers, for Monſieur Fagel had 
five or fix on that fubject before he anſwered, fo unwilling 
were they in Hol/and to return an Anſwer, ſince they could noc 
give one that was pleaſing, or do any thing that look'd like 
meddling. 

The third Thing you defired ro be fatisficd in, is, Whether 
the Diſſenters may rely on their Higbneſſes Word. 1 am as apt to 
miſtruft Princes Promiſes as you are. But ſhall now give you 
my reafons, why I think the Diſſenters may ſafely do it. And 
at the ſame time, becauſe of the Afﬀinity of the matter, 1 will 
tell you why 1 think we may all rely on their Highneſfſes for 
our Civil Liberties, as well as the Dillſenters may do for L- 
berty of Conſcience. Much of what I have'to ſay is equally ap- 
plicable to chem both, yet becauſe 1 know you have had an 
Account of Her Royal Highneſs, better than I can give you, 
1 ſhall for the moſt part, ſpeak only of the Prince, | 

My firſt Reaſon is the certaineſt of all Reaſons, That it 
wilt be His Highneſfes intereſt to ſettle matters at Home, 
Which only can be done by a Legal Toleration or Compre- 
henſion in Matters of Religion; by reſtoring the Civil Li- 
berties of the Nation, ſo much invaded of late. That this will 
be his intereſt is Evident, if his Deſigns lye abroad, as it's cer- 
tain they do. Deſigns at home and abroad at the ſame time are 
ſo inconſiſtent, that we ſee His Majeſty, though raiſed above 
his Fears at home by His late Vidtory ; and invited abroad, by 
all that can excite his Appetite for Glory,cannot reconcile them: 
The truth is, one that would undertake it, is in the ſame Con- 
dititon with Officers that beat their men, to make them fight, 
they have Enemies before and behind. 

But you may happily Object, that Princes do not always fol- 
low their true Intereſts, of which it is not difficult in this Age 
to give ſeveral Fatal Inſtances. I Anſwer, That it is to be pre- 
fumed that Princes, as well as other men, will follow their In- 
tereſts till the contrary appear ; and if they be of an Age to 
have taken their Fold, - and have till fuch Age kept firm to 
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their Intereſts, the Preſumption grows ſtrong ; but if their In. 
clinations, the Maxims of their Families, the Impreſſions of their 
Education, and all their other Circumſtances do fide with theic 
Intereſt, and lead them the ſame way, it is hardly Credible - 
they ſhould ever quit it, Now this being the preſent Caſe, we 
have all the certainty that can be had in ſuch matters, 

The Prince of Orange has above theſe 15 years given ſo great 
proofs of his Firmneſs and Reſolution, as well as of his Capa- 
city and condutt in oppoſing the Grand Raviſher ( | may add 
the Betrayers too)of Liberty andReligion, that he is deſerved- 
ly (by all Impartial Men} own'd to be the Head of the Proteitant 
Intereſt : A Headſhip, which go Princes but the Kings of Eng- 
land ſhould have, and none but they would be without it. 

Now one may rationally conclude, That when the. Prince 
ſhall joyn to his preſent polleſſion of this Headſhip, a more Na- 
tural Title, by being in a greater capacity to Act, he will not 
degrade himſelf, nor lay aſide Deſigns and Intereſts which 
ought to be the Glory of Exgland, as they are indeed the Glory 
of his Family, acquired and derived to him by the Blood of his 
Anceſtors, and carried on and maintained by himſelf with 6 
much Honour and Reputation. 

| might'add here, "That the Prince is a Man of a ſedate even , 
Temper, full of Thoughts and Refleftion : one that precipi- 
tates neither in Thinkin Speaking, nor Acting ; is cautious 
io Reſolving and” Promifing, but firm to his Reſolutions and ex- 
att in obſerving his Word : inform your ſelf, and youll find 
this a part of his Charatter, and conclude from hence What 
may be preſumedfrom his Inclinations. 

Now as to the Maxims of his Family, let us compare them 
a little where it may be decently done. 

The French King broke his Faith to his Proteſtant Subjects, 
upon this ſingle point of Vain Glory, that he might ſhew the 
World he was greater than moſt of his Predeceſſors, who 
though they had the ſame Inclinations, were not Potent enough 
to purſue them efteCtually, as he has done, to the everlaſting 
Infamy of his Name and Reign, The maxims of the French 
Kings have been to outvie other, in Robbing their Neigh- 
bours, and WOES their Subjetts by pertidiouſneſs and cru- 
elty. But thoſe of the Family of grenge on the contrary, have 

been 


(13) 
been to Reſcue Europe from its O ors, and maintain the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, by Vertue, Truth, Honour and Reſoluti- 
on; knowing that ſuch-methods are as neceſſary to make Pro- 
teltant Princes and States flouriſh, as Vice and Oppreſlion are 
to maintain Popiſh Government, 

No Popiſh Prince in Ewrope can pretend to have kept his 
Word to his Proteſtane Subjects, as the Princes of Orange have 
always done to their Popiſh ſubjects at Orange, and elſewhere ; 
and the Papiſts have often broke their Ward to that Family and 
have been, and are its declaced Enemies;and though the Princes 
two great Grand-Fathers, Admiral- Coligns,, and Prince 
William, were Alſaſſinated by the Authority, and with the Ap+ 
pi obation of that whole party, yet it cannot be made appear, 
that ever the Princes of that Family failed in keeping their Word, 
even to ſuch Enemies, or uſed their own Popiſh ſubjects the 
worſe for it, in making diftinftion between them and their other 
ſubjefts, or influc the States to uſe theirs (© : I (ay the States, 
who allow their R. C. ſubjects all the priviledges of their other 
ſubjects, only they are- kept by a Telit from having any ſhare 
in the Government, which is truly a kindaeſs done them, con- 
ſidering_ that ill-natured Humour of deſtroying all thoſe that 
diſter from them, which is apt to.break out when that Religion 
is in power, 

Now the Church of England may juſtly expect all ſort of pro- 
tection and countenance from the ſucceſſors, when it's their 
turn togive it, they have a legal right to it, and Impartial Diſ< 
ſenters mult acknowledge, that of late.they have deſerved it. 

But as for the Proteitant Diſſenters, 1 think no honeſt man 
amongſt them will Apprehend, that their Highneſſes who keep 
their Word to their Popiſh Enemies, will break it to Proteſtant 
ſubjefts, tho differing-from the publick Eſtabliſhment. 

The-next thing lam to make goad, is, That His Highn=-ſTes 
Educatio! mult have infuſed ſuch principles as de with his 1n- 


tereſt : There muſt be a fatal Infection in the Englih Crown, . 


if matters miſcarry in his Highneſſes Hands, his Veins are full 
of the beſt Proteſtant Blood in the World ; The Reformationin 
France grew up under the Condudt and Influence of Coligns. 
Prince William founded the Government of the United. Nerker-. 
land; on the Baſis of property and liberty of m_ 
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Highneſs was bred and lives in that State which ſubſiſts and 
flouriſhes by adhering ſteadily to the Maxims of its Founder. 

He himſelf, both in his publick and private concerns, as 
well in the Government of his Family, offuch principalities 
as belong to him, as in that of the Army, and in the Diſpenſing 
of that great power which the States have given him, has as 
great regard to Juſtice, Vertue and true Religion, as may 
compleat the charater of a Prince, qualified to make thole he 
Governs happy. 

It does nat indeed appear, that their Highneſſes have any 
ſhare bf -that devouring Zeal which hath ſo long ſer the World 
on fire, and tempted thinking men to have a notion of Religion 
it ſelf, like that we have of the Ancient Paradice, as if it had 
never been more than an intended Bleſſing, but all who have 
the honour to know their Highneſſes and their Inclinations in 
matters ofReligion, are fully fatisfied they have a truly Chri. 
ſtian Zeal, and as much as is conſiſtent with Knowledge and 
As x his Highneſſes circumſtances, they will be ſuch when 
his Stars make way for him, as may convince our Scepricks, 
that certain perſons, times and things, are pre for one 
another. I know not why we may not hope, that as his pre- 
deceſlors broke the Yoke of the Houle of Aufris from off the 
Neck of Ewrope ; The honour of breaking that of the Houſe of 
Bourbon is reſerved for him. I am confident the Nation will 
heartily joyn with him in his Juſt Reſentments, Reſentments 
which they have with ſo much Impatience long'd to find, and 
——_ with the greateſt indignation in the Hearts of their 


His Highneſs has at preſent, a greater influence on the Coun- 
cils of the moſt part of the Princes of Chriftendom, than poſſibly 
any King of ever had. And this acquired by the weight 
of his own merit, which will no doubt grow up to a 
glorious Authority when it is cloath'd with Soveraign power. 
May I here mention ( to lay the Jealouſies of the moſt unrea- 
ſonable of your Friends ) that his Highneſs will have only a 
borrowed Title, which he may ſuppoſe will make him more 
catious in having deſigns at home, and his wanting Children(to 
our great misfortune ; will make him leſs folicitous to- have 
ſuch Deſigns. But 
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' But aſter all, it muſt be acknowledged, that in matters of 
this Nature, the grounds may ſeem. very ſtrong, and yet the 
concluſion nor follow. Humane infirmities are great, Tempta- 
tions to Arbitrarine(s are ſtrong, and often. both the Spirit and 
Fleſh weak. Such fatal miſtakes have been made of late, that 
the Succelfors themſelves may juſtly pardon mens Jealouſics; 
A Widow that has had a bad Husband,, will cry an her. Wed- 
_— ſhe would be marrjed with all her heart. 
But I am confident yeu will to me, "that in the caſe of 
the preſent Succeſſors, the "offibilitie are as remote, and the 
Jealouſies as ill grounded, and that there is as much to bal- 
tance then, as ever there was to be found in the profſpett of 
any Succeffors to the Crown of Englasd, Now may I add, 
To conclude the Reaſons that 1 have given-you, why we. ma 
depend ontheirHighneſſes,rhat 1kriow conſiderable men, who at- 
ter great Enquiry and Obſervation, do hope that their High- 
eſſes(being every way ſo well qualified for ſuch an end)are pre. 
deſtinated(if I may ſpeak fo)to make us bappy in, putting an end 
to our Differences, and in fixing the Prerogative, and, in reco. 
vering theGlory of the Nation, which is {0 much ſunk,and which 
now (when we were big with Expetations) we find Sacrific'd 
to unhappy partialities in matters of Religion. 

The la!t thing you deſire to know, is, What Effet: this Lets 
ter bas bad. But it is not yet old enough for me to judge of 
that, 1-can better tell you what Effects it ought ro have. .1 
find the moderate wiſe men of all Perſwaſions are much plca- 
ſed with it. 

| know Roman Catholicks that wiſh to God matters were (ct, 
fled on the model given in it ; they ſee, the great diffculty of 
getting the Tef Pepealed ; And withal, they doubt whether it 
is their [nterelt that it ſhould be Repealed ar not, : They , fear 
needy violent men might get into. Employments who would 
put His Majeſty on doing things that might ruine. them and 
their Poſterity. They are certaialy- in the right of it. It is 
good to provide for the worſt, A Revolution will. come with 
" Witnels; and it's like it may.come before the Prince of ales 
be of Age to manage an unruly Spirit, that 1 fear will accom- 
pany it, Humane Nature can hardly digeſt what it is already 


neceſſitated to ſwallow, ſuch proyocations eyen alters rms 
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Judgmeats, 1 find that men who otherways hate ſeverity, be. 
gin to be of opinion that Queen Elmabebs Lenity to the R. C'; 
proves now cruelty to the Ptoteſtants. The whole Body of 
Proteſtants inthe Nation was lately afraid of a Popiſh Succeſſor, 
and when they Reflefted on Queen Marie: Reign, thought we 
had already ſufficient Experience of the Spirit of that Religion; 
and took Self. ation to be a good Argument, for prevent. 
ing a ſecond Tryal. But now a handful of Rowen Carbolicks, 
perhaps reflefting on Queen Elizabeth; Reign, are not it 
ſeems afraid of Prueffant Succeſſors, But if ſome Proteſtants at 
that time from an Averſion to the Remedy, hoped that the Di. 
ſcaſe was not ſo dangerous as it proves, | am conhdent at pre. 
ſent, all Proteſtants are agreed, that henceforward the Nation 
moſt be ſaved, not by Faith. And therefore 1 would- advice 
the R. C's to conſider that Proteſtants are ſtill men, that late 
Experiences at home,and the Cruelties of Popiſh Princes abroad, 
has given us a very terrible Idea of their Religion. That oppor- 
tunity is precious and very ſlippery, and if they let che preſent 
occaſion paſs by,they can hardly over hope that it will be poſſible 
for them to recover it. That their Fathers and G athers 
would have thought them'elves in Heaven to have had ſuch an 
offer as this is, in any of the furlaſt Reigns, ad therefore, that 
they had better be contented with Half a Loaf, than no Bread. 
1 mean it will be their Wiſdom to embrace this Golden Occaſi- 
on of putting themſelves on a level with all other Engliſh-men; 
at leaſt as to their private Capacity; and to diſarm once for all, 
the Severity of thoſe Laws ; which if ever they ſhould come 
to be in good carneſt Executed by a Proteſtant Succeſſor, will 
make England too hot for them ; And therefore I ſhould parti- 
cularly adviſe thoſe among them, who have the Hanour to ap- 
proach His Majeſty, to uſe their Credit, to prevail with him 
to make this (© neceſlary a ſtep in favour of the Nation ; fince 
the Succeſſors have advanc'd two thirds of the way for cffet- 
ing ſo good and pious a work. Then, and not till then, the 
R. C's may think themſelves ſecured, and His Majeſty may 
hope to be great by Tranſlating Fear and Anger from the 
Preaſts of His Subyetts, to the Hearts of His Own and the Na- 
tions Enemies. 


But 
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But if an Evil Genius (which ſeems to have hovered over 1s 
now a time) will have it otherwiſe; if | were a RC. | 
wou!d no more, but live quiet at home, and Careſs 
my Proteſtant Neighbours ; and in ſo doirig, .1 ſhould think my 
ſelf better ſecured againſt che Reſentments of the Nation, than 
by all the Forces, Forts, Leagues, Garranties, -and even Mes 
Children that His Majeſty may hope to leave behind him. 

As for the Proteſtant Diſſenters, I am confident the Body of 
them will continue to behave themſelves like men, who to 
their great Honour have ever preferred the Love of their Coun- 
try and Religion to all Dangers and Favours wharſbever, but 
there are both Weak and Intereſted men among all great num- 
bers ; | would have them conſider how much the ſtate of things 
is altred, upon the comſg out of this Letter, for if hit herto 
they have been too fe in giving Ear to Propoſals on this 
miſtake, that they could never have ſuch a favourable Junture 
for getting the Laws againſt them Repealed ; I hope now they 
are undeceived, fince the Succefſors have pawr'd their Faith 
and Honour for it, which I take to be a better ſecurity (as mat- 
tery go at preſent) than the {6 much talk'd of Magna Charts for 
Liberty of Conſcience would be, th got in a legal way ; 
for our Jones have declared, "That Princes can diſpence with 
the igation of Laws, but they have not yet given their 
Opinion, that they can diſpence with the Honour of their Word; 
nor have their Highneſſes aiy” Confellor to.. ſupply ſuch an 


However it is not to be charg'd on their Highneſſes, if ſuch 
a Magne Charts be not at preſent given them, vided the 
Teſt be let alone ; but I fear the Romans Catholicks Zeal will 
have all or nothing ; and the Teſt too muſt by Fegontee, by 
wheedling the Dilſenters to joyn with willing Sherilts in viola- 
ting the-Rights of EleQtions, which are the Root of the Liber- 
ties of England; a prudent way of recommending their Reli- 
gion to all true Exgliſh-men, 

But if any of the Diſſenters be ſo deſtitute of Senſe and Ho- 
neſty, as tq. prefer a Magna Charts, ſo obtained, Void and Null 
in it ſelf, to their own Honour andConſcience,to theLove andLi- 
berties of their Countrey, to the preſent Kindneſs of all good 
Men, and their Countenance at another time, and above all, 
C to 
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to the Favour and Word of the Succeſſors, who have now 
generouſly declared themſelves for them ; We may pronounce, 
that they are men abandoned to a Reprobate ſenile, who will 
juſtly deſerve lafamy, and the Hatred of the Nation at preſent, 
and its Reſentments hereafter. ls it poſſible, that any Dillenter, 
who either deſerves or loves the Reputation of an Honeſt Man, 
car be prevailed with by any pretences 6f Infinuations how 
plauſible ſoever, to make ſo Odious and pernicious a bargain, as 
that of buying a precarious pretended. Liberty of Conſgienee, at 
the price of the Ciyil Liberties of the Country,andat the price 
of removing that which under God is the moſt eftectual Bar to 
keep us from the Dominion of a Religion, that wouldas ſoon as 
ble Coptition of thoſe of ourNeighbours whoare glad to forfl 
Cogdition of t ourNe ec to 
all the? have in the World} that they may have their Souls 
os for the Goth of Regland, the Clergy 
As for t c | their have oflate 
'd themſelves to P. _ with ſo much Learning, Vi = 
er and Succeſs, that [ think all honeſt Dillenters will lay 
the clit Putrack T_ he ſont bar ym amy 
| co Ws them, Church 
I wiſh thoſe high men among ther, who have fo long 
priated to themſelves, the name and Authority of the Church 
of England, and have been made Inſtruments to bring about 
Deligns, of winch Bair pootiet Padarigur convinces ay | 
were , a1fl y of the Dilſenters are, 
turn it 1s now to be the, Tools,. _. | 
I ay, 1 with ſuch men. would tonſfider, to what a paſs they 
have brought Matters by their Violeaces, or rather the Violen- 
ces of theſe whoſe they were, and at length be wile ; 
cannot but be ſenſible of the Advantages they receive by 
this Letter, I ſuppoſe they u (Iam ſure they ought 
to do it ) that the Ruine of Church is rcloly'd on: But if 
the Diſſenters upon this Letter withdraw themſelves, the R. C's 
have neither Hearts to keep firm to ſuch a Refolutioa,nor Hands 
to —- +" = 
Since t , They themſelves, have unhappily brought 
their Church into ſuch Precpices by provoking the Di _ 
is in a particular manner their Duty, as well as their Intereſt, 
to endeavour to ſoften them, by ing the Letter, and pro- 
moting the Deſign of it. But 
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But if the old leaven ſtill remain, they continue to argue as 
formerly, if the Surplice be parted with, the Chugch of England 
is Joſt ; if the Perral Laws be repealed, the Teſt will follow : 
and comfort themſelves with this moſt Chriſtian refletion, that the 
R. C, will not accept of what is offered them; ſuch men delcrve 
all the miſery that is preparing for them, and will periſh with- 
out Pity, and give thinking Men occaſion to remember the Pro- 
verb, Beaz a Fool (or a Zealot ) i « Morter, yet bas Fooliſineſs 
will net depart from bim. But the Diſſenters ought no to be 
much-concerned at this, they have. their own Bigots, and the 
Church of England theirs; there will be Tools whil(t there are 
Workmen. 

This a time for Wiſdom to be juſtified of her Children, when 
honeſt men ought to leave off minding the leſſer Intereſts of 
thig or that part Church, and joyn in ſecuring the com- 
mon Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion. And to conclude, I 
would particularly beg of the Dilſenters to make uſe of their 
beſt Judgment on this ſo critical an occaſion, which they will 
do in my opinion, in keeping cloſe to the contents of this Let- 
ter, by endeayouring to obtain ia. a fair and legal way ſuch a 
Liberty toall Perſwalions, as is the Right of Freemen, 
and as our Proteſtant Succeſlors e elves willing to 
joynin; andif thoſe who have an equal, nay a greater Intereſt 
than themſelves, will not agree to ſuch a Liberty, becauſe they 
will be Maſters or nothing; the Diſſenters. will have the com- 
fort of having diſcharged their own Conſciences, as t 
Men and good Chriſtians ought to do, and may ſafely truſt 
God with the Event. 

Sir, 1 thought 1 had made an end, but looking your Letter 
over again, 1 find 1 have forgot to anſwer a reaſon or two you 
give, why you toubt whether the Letter be trul - Fagel: : 
You are informed (you fay) that ſuch and ſack reat Men 
doubted of it ; but ſome might as well pretend to doubt of the 
Truth of that Letter, (tho they knew it to be true) as believe 
Her Majeſiy to be with Child, almoſt before ſhe knew it Her 
ſelf ; and that ſhe was quick, when the Embryo, as Anatomilts 
ſay, is not much above an Inch long ; 1 don't think that Popiſh 
Succeſſors, like certain weeds, grow faſter than others: "The 
Perſons you name may Trim, and preſume on their _ 
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leaſt they might be thought capable of Reſentment, A [F 
rous Retietion. I ſay their Merit ; you have ſeen a long re 
tion of the great ſervices ſome (when they were in power) did 
their Highneſles ; it is bound up with a relation of the true 
cauſes of their ſufferings for their (or rather their Highneſles) 
Religion. You know even how one of them the laſt Summer 
paycd them his reverence with all the Reſpect and Humility of 
a due diſtance, and with the fame caution with which the In. 
vincible Monarch fights out of Cannon ſhot, But, Sw, though 
the charafter of a Trimmer be ordinarily the character of a 
Prudent Man, there are times and ſeaſons when it is not the 
Charatter of an Honeſt Man. 

| acknowledge that ſince their Highneſſes Marriage, nothing 
has hapaed fo much for the good of the Proteſtant Intereſt as 
this Letter of M. Fapels, and if 1 had been cither the Writer or 
Adviſer of it, I ſhould be very proud of it, and think the Nati- 
on much in my debt. But Sir, that was not a very rea- 
ſon to make you doubt of it ; for a good cauſe will have its 
time, tho not & often as a bad one, which hath ordinarily the 


Majority on its fide. 
1 am confident at preſent we have all the reaſon in the world 


to expett it, for my own Pome point nor 
ſtr Bkoge to ter fo ro dey Jubilee is England for all 
that deſerve it ; when honeſt men ſhall have the ſame pleaſure 
in thinking on theſe times, that a Woman happily delivered 
hath in reflefting on the pain and danger ſhe was in. But 
Knaves ſhall remember them, as 1 am told the damned do their 
fins, Curſing both them and themſelves, 


Sir, Tam 


Fanuary 12, 1688, 
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A Letter Writ by Mijn Heer Fagel, Penſioner 
to the Great and Mighty Lords, the States of Holland 
and Weſtfriefland. Writ in French on the gth of April, 
N. Stile 1688. To the Marquiſs of Albeville, Envoy 
Extraordinary of His Majeſty of Great Britain, to the 
High and Mighty the States General of the united 
Provinces. To which is prefixt an Account in Dutch 
of the Letter Writ by Mijn Heer Pagel, on the 4th of 
November, in the year 1687. to Mr. Stewart, written 
by the faid Pexfroner, and Publiſhed by his Order. 


Printed at the Hague by James Scheltus, Printer to the 
States of Holland and Weſtfrieſland. 


Tranſlated out of the French and Dutch into Eng/i/h. 


READER, 


I n__- Fogel, ba” the TR to ſerve the Great and 
ates of H Weſt frieſland, in the ity 

of thel Penfoner, cannot any kiln pres the he 
Publick this account, that in the month of Fuly laſt 1687. 

I was very earneſtly deſired by Mr. Fames Stewart Advocate, 
to write to him what were the Prince and Princeſs of Orange's 
Thoughts concerning the repealing the Tef and the Penal Law: : 
but I was not eafily brought to put Pen to Paper on this ſub- 
ject, becauſe I knew that their po Thoughts did not a- 
gree with his Majefties; fo that the writing in ſuch matters was 
extream tender : therefore 1 delayed it till I was more earneſt- 
y eſled toit : and it was Intimated to me, that thoſe preſſing 
ires were made by His Majeftier: Knowledge and Allowance: 

at laſt I did according to the mind of their Highneſſes, draw 
the Letter which 1 writ to Mr. Stewart on the 4th of November: 
] tranſmitted the draught of my Letter to their Highneſſes, and 
received upon it their order to ſend it, after that their Highneſſes 
had read and examined the draught in Duteb, together with the 
Tranſlation of it into Engih : upon all this 1 ſeat my Letter to 


Mr... 
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Mr. Stewart in the beginning of November ; and receivedan an. 
ſwer from him, by which he ſignificd, that he had ſhewed my 
Letter, both to the Earl of Melfort and to the Earl of Sunderland, 
and that it was alſo ſhewed to the Kin himſelf ; nor did he in 
the leaſt iatimate to me that it was defied that I ſhould make 
any great ſecret of it; or take care that it ſhould not become 
publick : That Letter, was afterwards about the middle of 7a. 
wuary, Printed in England; and upon its coming over into this 
Country, it has occaſioned a great deal of noiſe ; yet I have not 
hitherto concerned my ſelf in all thoſe diſcourſes, or in all that 
has been writ and printed upon it, but have let all people rea. 
ſon or write concerning it as they pleaſed : Burt I have lately 
ſeen an Engliſh Book, entitled, Parliamentum Pacificum, printed 
in London, in this preſent year, by vertue of a Licence ſigned by 
the Earl of Sunderland ; in which that Letter writ by me, is not 
only called a Pretended Piece, but it is ſaid, that which [| had 
ſet in my Letter, concerning the Prince and Princeſſe 
Thoughts, relating to the repcal of the Teſt and the Penal Law: 
was advanced by me without the knowledge of their Highneſſe, 
at leaſt of her Royal oy x. and by this the Reader 1nay be 
wrought an to believe cither that my Letter was a Pre. 
zended Piece, and Forgery, or that I writ it without Order from 
their Highneſſes ;, ſince it may indeed ſeem ſcarce probable, that 
the Author could have obtained a Licenſe for the printing of a 
paper that contains ſuch falſhoods in it, which the Court and in 
ticular the Earl of Sunderland could not but know to be ſuch: 
or they know well both that the Lerrer was writ by me, and 
that 1 was ordered to write it by their Higne es: therefore | 
could not delay any longer to undeceive the World, Thus 1] 
am obliged to publiſh this account of the matter. I have ſtill 
in my poſſeſſion, thoſe Letters by which 1 was earneſtly prefled 
to write the fore-mentioned Letter, in which it is ngratly faid, 
that they were writ by His Majeſties Knowledge and Allowance : | 
have alfo that Letter in which notice is given that my Letter 
had come to hand, and that it was ſhewed not only to the 
Earls of Melfor: and Sunderland, but to his Majeſty himſelf, fo 
that they know well that it is no Pretended Piece. I have alfo 
by me the Letter, by which His Higbneſes deſired mo to fend 
my Letter to Mr, Stewart, together wilh the Englih Tranſlati- 
on 
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or of it: all which 1 will print, if 1 find it neceſſary. £0 that 
it is a.groſs abuſe put on the World, to ſay that my Letter is 
a forger: mce as it was truly writ by ze, (© it has been avow- 
ed by me ever ſince it firſt appeared : And it is a baſe Calum. 
ny and Slander, to fay, that 1 writ that account of their High. 
weſſes thoughts concerning the Repeal of the Tef and the Penal 
Law: without weir knowledge : which appears ſo much the 
more evident, ſince it cannot_þe imagined, that their Highneſ- 
fes would not have expreſſed their juſt reſentments, at ſo high 
and extravagant a preſumption as | ſhould have committed, 
if | bad written any account of their thoughts, without their 
knowledg : All this has obliged me for my own Vindication to 
write the following Letter, to the Marqueſs of Albevile, His 
Majeſties ZExwoy to the States: becauſe 1 have had much dif 
coarſe with him concerning the writing of that Letter, long be- 
forethis book called Parhamentum Pacificum was publiſhed : 
but I wil-not engage my ſelf any further to examine the reafo. 
nings of the Author of that Phmphlet : for I know well, that 
in thoſe. matters the world is divided into very different, ſenti- 
ments, and that men are apt to approve or cenſure ſuch things; 

to their preconceived Opinions : Of all this I thought 
it ry to adyertiſe my Reader, and to order this account 
of my Letter.to be printed by a known Pranter, from a Copy 
ſigned by my hand, At-the Hague the xoth. of April, 1688. 


; GASPAR FAGEL. 


A Copy of the Letter Writ by Mijn Heer 
Fagel, to the Marquis of Albeville , bea- 
ring date the gth; of April, 1688. 


SIR, 


P Brakes appeared here/an Evghſh book, Printed at London 
this year, entitled Porliamentum Pacificum, With an Impri- 
matur before it ſigned by the Earl of Sunderland : of which 
| cannot but complain to you how averſe ſoeyer | am _ all 
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things of that kind. It is affirmed in that: book, that the Zee. 
ter which 1writ to Mr. Stewart the qth. of November laſt year, 
concerning the Teſt and the Penal Laws is a Pretended Piece, or 
at-leaſt that I writ it without order; and without the conſent of 
their Highneſſes, and more particularly of her Royal Highneſs the 
PRINCESS of ORANG E: 1will not engage my ſelf 
to examin and refute the particulars that are in that Book , for 
that were as unſuteable to the Charatter I bear, as it is to my 
own Inclinations; which do both concur in making it unfit for 
me to. enter upon a publick diſpute in things of this nature : 
But you cannot think it ſtrange, if | deſire you to call to mind, 
that it was not of my own head that I was engaged to write 
that Letter which is now called inqueſtion : it was far from that; 
I was prefled by earneſt and often repeated Inſtances for the 
ſpace of four months, that were made to me in His Majeſtic: 
name, to write upon that ſubject ; which at laſt prevailed with 
me ; yet | went about it with all the caution that a matter of 
fuch Importance required; and 1 took care not to write one 
lingle period in that whole Letter , that 1 apprehended might 
give His Majeſty the leaſt offence : yet after all I te this Let- 
rer is'treated as an Impoſture, in a Book publified by Authority : 
tho both his Majeſty and the whole: Coure know the truth of 
this matter"; which Sir, 1 have in particutar owned to your 
ſelf, 'as. being the Kings Ainifter here :- as I have alſo qwned it 
to all that have ſpoke to me ypon the Subjef : But that which 
troubles more:is/. that Lam accuſed for having made uſe of 
their Highneſſes name, and in particular of her Royal Highneſſes 
without their Order, as if | were capable of ſo Infamous a For. 
gery, and of an Impoſture ſo unworthy of any man of honour, 
and that chiefly in @ matter of ſq great Conſequence. \, Sir, you 
muſt not think it ſtrange, if in'this I, appeal to * your ſelf, to 
that which youknaw, and\Wwhith you have often owned tome 
your ſelf : that their Highneſſes, and particularly Her Royal 
Highneſ; have often expreiſed to you their thoughts concerning 
the Teſt and the Penal Laws, conform to that which 1 writ in 
their names : which you owned to me, that you had writ to 
the Coure:of England, long before I writ that Letter, and that 
therefore you could not imagin upoa what reaſon the Court 
could pres me ſo much as they did to write to Mr, Stewar:. 
| 
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I do aſſure you, I find my ſelf very little concerned in what is 
faid in this late Book, or in any other of that kind : 1 foreſaw 
well enough from the beginning that I ſhould be attackt upon 
the account of my Letter : in which it was Indiffer-«it to me 
what any man thought ot it, But this Beok being publiſhed by 
the authoaity of a Licence granted by the Earl &* Sunderland, 
Preſident of His Majeſties Privy Council and Secretary of State, | 
find my honour is fo touched in it, that 1 am obliged to-unde- 
ceive the world, of the falſe accuſation with which | am charged 
init, And | thought Sir, that 1 could not do this better, than 
by writing to you, that are His Majeſtys Mimifer, and who 
know pertettly the truth of the matter that is now call:d in 
tion : therefore 1 deſire you will write concerning it, 
to the Earl of Sunderland : 1 believe he has not ſeen or at lealt 
that he has not conſidered the paſlages of that Bock that do 
concern me. For I am ſure ifhe had done thar, he would ne- 
ver have Licenſed it : for my Lord Sunderland knows, as well 
as any man alive does, that my Letter to Mr. Stewart is no 
Pretended Piece : he himſelf ſaw the Letter, or at leaſt the Eng- 
þ Tranſlation of it that 1 ſent along with it : And he cou 
not but know likewiſe, toth by your Letters, and by what you 
told by word of mouth, that their Highneſſes, and in particular 
Her R-yal Highneſs, have often owned to you, theirſenſe of the 
Teft and the Pens! Laws, conform to that which I writ in their 
name to Mr. Stewert, $0 1 do perſuade my ſelf, that My Lord 
Sunderland will have the Juſtice and Goodneſs to recall this Li- 
cence, Which has been obtained of him by a ſurpriſe : and that 
the Author of ſo manifeſt and fo Injurious a Calumny, ſhall be 
puniſhed as he deſerveth. 1 will not likewiſe conceal from 
you, the deſign I have of publiſhing an account of all that has 
fled wn this .natter, as well as of this Letter, which I take the 
iberty 2ow 10 write to you, in Which my deſign is not to en- 
ter into any diſpute concerning the matter it ſelf, much leſs to 
ottend any perion whatſoever, but only to cover my Honour 
which is ſtruck at by this a:truciows Calummy. 1 am Sw your 
molt humble and moſt obedient Scryant 


GASPER FAGEL. 


N Tp 
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To all which this Atteſtation of the 
Printer is added. - 


| T the under ſabſcribing James Scheltus Printer in Ordmary to the 
Great and Mighty Lords the Statesof Holland andW eſtfcflard, 
' "dwelling im the Hague, do declare and atteſt by theſe preſents, that 
the Writing bere publiſhed, together with the Copy of the Letter writ 
iz Frerch to the Marquis of Albeville, Envoy Extraordinary of 
His Majclty of Great Prittain to the States, were delivered mis 
my bands m order to their being Primed, by Mijn Heer Galper 
Fagcl, Pefioner to the above named Lords and States of Hol- 
land and Weſtfriefland, and that I have printed them by bis ex- 
prels Order. At the Hague the goth of April 1688. 
% 


]. -SCHEL TUS. 


Some Extracts, out of Mr. James Stewarts 
Letters, which -Were communicated to Mijn Heer 
Fagel, the States Penſionary of the Province of Zo/- 


. land. Together with ſome References to. Mr. Stewart's 
Printed Letter. 


R., Stewart ſtaid about ſeven-Months, after he had re- 

/ A ceived the Penſionarys Letter, before” he thought fit to 
write any Anſwer to it : and then inſtead of ſending one in wri- 
ting to the Penſioner, or in a Language underftood by him, he 
has thought fit, by a Civility- peculiar to- himſelf, to Print an 
Anſwer in Engliſh, and to ſend it abroad into the World; before 
the Penſioner had ſo muchas ſeen it. The many and great Aﬀairs 
that preſs hard upon that Eminent Miniſter,- togeth-r with a 
ſad want of Health, by which he has been long atflicted, have 
made that. he had nat the leiſure to procure Mr. Stewart's Let- 
tcr to be tranſlated to him, and to compare the Matters of 
$2 related to in it, with the Letters that were writ the laſt 
year 
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year by Mr. Stwaty, which are in his Poſſeſſion; nordid he 
think it neceſſary, to make too much haſte: And therefore if he 
has let as many Weeks paſs, without ordering an Anfier to be 
prepared, as the other had done Months, he thought that even 
this Slowneſs, might look like one that deſpifed this indecent 
Attempt upon his Honour, that Mr. Stewart has made in giving 
ſo unjuſt a Repreſentation of the matter of Fat. He hopes be 
is too well known to the World, to apprehend that any Fer- 
fons would entertain the hard Thoughts of him, which Mr. 
Stewart's late Print may have offered to them ; and therefore 
he has proceeded in this matter, with the Slowneſs that he 
thought became his Integrity, ſince a greater Haſte might have 
look'd like one that was uneaſy, becauſe he knew himſelf to be 
in Fault. As for the reaſoning part of Mr. Stewart's Payer, he 
has already expreſſed himſelf in his Letter to Mr. 4 Albeville, 
that he will not enter into any Arguing upon thoſe Points, but 
will leave the Matter tothe Judgment of every Reader; there. 
fore he has given order only to examine thoſe Matters of Fat, 
that are ſet forth inthe beginning of Mr. Stewart's Letters, that 
that ſo the World may have a true Account of the Motives that 
induced him to write his Letrer to Mr. Stewart, from the words 
of Mr. Stewart's own Letters: And then he will leave it to the 
Judgment of every Reader, whether Mr, Stewart has given the 
Matter of Fatt tairly or not. It is true, the Penſioner has not 
thought fit to print all Mr. Stewart's Letrers,at their full length; 
there are many Particulars in them for which he is not willing 
to expoſe him: And in this he has ſhewed a greater Regard to 
Mr. Stewart, than the Uſage that he has met with from him de- 
ſerves: If Mr. Stewart has kept i of his own Letters, he 
muſt ſee that the Penſizners Relervedae!s is rather grounded on 
what he thought became himſelf, than on what Mr. Stewart 
deſerved of him. But if Mr. Stewart, or any in his name, 
will take Advantages from this, that the Letrers themſelves are 
not publiſhed, and that here there are only -Extra#s ofthem 
offered to the World, then the Penfioner wilil'be excuſed, if he 
Prints them all to a Tittle: The "1 ruth is, it is ſcarce concei- 
vable how Mr. Stewart could aſſume theConfidence that appears 
in his printed Letter, if he have kept Copies of the Letters that 
he writ laſt Ycar : And if he engaged himſelf in Affairs - 
D 2 - "op 


(28) 
fach Importance without keeping Copies of what he writ, it 
was ſomewhat extraordinary; And yet this Cenfure is that 
which falls the ſofteſt on him : But I will avnid every thing 
that looks like a ſharpneſs of RI for the Penſfioner ex- 
, that he who is to give this Account to the Engliſh Nz. 
tion, ſhould rather conſider the Dignity of the T in which he 
is, than the Advantages that Mr. Srewart may have given for 
replying ſharply on him. - And in this whole matter the Pen. 
oner's chief Concern is, to offer to the World ſuch a Relation of 
the Occaſions that drew his Letter to Mr. Stewart from him as 
may _ him againſt the falſe Inſinuations that-are giver: | 
He owed this likewiſe as an} Expreſſion of his Reſpe@t and Duty 

to their Highnelſes, in whoſe Name. he wrote his Letter, and 
at whom all thoſe falſe Repreſentations are levelled, -though | 
they fall ficſt and immediately upTa himſelf... - | 
The.Sum of the Matter. of Fact, -as it is repreſented by Mr; 
Stewart, amaunts to this, © That he was fo ſurpriſed to ſee in 
« Fanuary\ait, .the Perſioner's Letter to him in Print, that he 
« was jnclined to disbelieve his own Eyes, . conſidering the re- 
« moteneſs of the Occaſion that was given for that Letter : That 
, he had never writ to the Pen/ioner, but was expreſly cautioned | 
, 4gainſt it.; but that ſeeing the Sincerity of the King's Intenti- | 
, ons, he was deſirous to contribute his ſmall Endeavours for 
, the advancing ſogood aWork and for thit'end he obtained lexve 
, to write to a private Friend, who he judged might have Op- 
« portunity to repreſent any thing he fay, to the beſt Ad- 
; Yantage : But that of the Letters. which he writ to his Friend, 
, there were amly two. intended for Communication, in which ' 
, he Qudiedto.cvince the Equity and Expediency, of repealing 
« the Tefts and the Penal Laws: And thai with a peculiar regard | 

, to the Prince and "—_ Orange's Intereſt; and he deſired that 

, this might be imparted to Friends, but chiefly to thoſe at the 
Hagwe. . And that this was” the Subſtance of all that he writ 
on that Occaſion, But finding that the Prince had already de- 
clared him:elf in thoſe Matters, he reſolved to infiſt no further: 
Yet his Friind inftouating, That he had ſtill Hopes to get a 
more diſtin and ſatisfying Anſwer, from a betrer Hand, th 
without naming the Perſan, he attended the Iſſue ; and a- 
bout the beginning of Nevember, almoſt Three Months after 


* his 
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* his firſt writing, he received the Penſioners Letter , though he 
*had not writ to. him ( which is repeatcd again and again ) and 
* irvitan Account of the Princeand Princeſs of Orauge's Choughts 
* about the Repeal of the Teſts and Penal Laws (which he had not 
' deſired ) upon which he took ſome care to prevent the pub- 
* liſhing of it : Put when he ſaw it in Print, he clearly percei- 
© ved that it was printed in Holland; and ſo wonders how the 
* Perfraner could fav; that it was printed in. Exgland, which he 


© found in his printed Letter to Mr, # Albeville ; he knows not 


* upon what provocation the Penſiancy writ that Letter ; but 
* in-it he finds that he writ, that be was deſired by himſelf to 
* give bim an Acgount of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange'(Thoughts, 
* and that thele preſſing Deſires - were e to him by His 
«* Majeftics. Knowledge. and allowance ; this being 1o different 
* from the Letters he had wrie, of which he is ſure that the Ac- 
* count he hay ven is true in every paint, he was forced to 
1 —_—_— the King's Honour and his own _ He writ 
# not out of any. curioiny to know their Highnefſes Thoughts, 
* which were known, they having been ſignified to the 
* Marquis of Albeville, and therefore he had no from the 
* King for writing on that Subject, but only a Permiſſion to uſe 
© his litle Endeavou rs for the ge ny Service ; but it 
* was never maved to him to write, cither-in the King's Name 
* or.in.the Nameef any of his Secretaries. This is Mr. Stewar:'s 
Account in the firſt Nince Pages of his Letter, and is ſet dowa 
la his own Words. 

Now in oppoſition to all this, it will appear from the follow- 
ing Extra#s, that Mr. Stewart writ to his Friend, as the moſt 
proper Interpreter for addreſſing himſelf to the Penſioner ; that 

repeated his Propoſition frequently, finding, his Friend un- 
willing to engage in ſo critical a matter, He gives great Aſſu- 
rances of his Majeſty's Reſolutions never to alter..the Succeſſion 
( which is plainly the Language of a Treaty } he preſſes over 
and over again to know the Prince's Mind, whaſe concurrence 
in the matter would be the beſt Guarentee of the Liberty. He 
by name deſires his Letters may be ſhewed to- the Prince aud 
Princeſs of Orange ( though he tays, he only. ordered them to 
be ſhewed to Friends at the Hague ; (6 it ſeems he has the mo- 
deſty to reckon them among the number of his Friends; but it 

is 
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is a queſtion whetker their Higtneſſes do ſo ot not.) He fays 
* in one Leteer, That whar be writ was from bis Majeſty bimiclf, 
and enlarges more fully on this in two other Letters ; e 
defires, that the Prince's Anſwert, with his Reaſons, might be an- 
derſtood ; which very probably gave the Occaſion to all the 
reaſoning part of the Penſfover's Letter. And it appears by that 
Letter, that the Return to all*this was expetted by the Kang, 
and m almoſt'every Letter he preſſes for a Return: And in con- 
cluſion, upon his-receiving the Penſioners Letter, he expreſſes 
likewiſe a great ſen(e of the Honour done him- in it ; that he 
had fo far complied with his inſignificant Endeavours, he men- 
tions his acquainting both the King and the Earls of Sunderland 
and MeFor:t with it ; and in another Leter, after new Thanks 
for the 'Penſioner's Letter, Ne laments that it was ſo longidelay'd. 
Bur all theſe things will appear more evident to the Reader 
from the Paſſages drawn out of Mr. Stewart's own Letters, 
whichfollow, Mr. Stewart ſeems not to know upon what 
Provocation the Penſioner writ to Mr. d” Albeville, and the 
Porfinter had (et that forth in the Letter it (elf; for the Pamph:- 
tet ehtitnfed- Par liamrintum Phcificum, that was Licenſed by the 
Earl of Stumderland, contained fuch Refleftions on his Letter to 
Mr. Stewart, either as a Forgery, or as @ thing done without the 
Princeſt of Orange's Knowle dge, that the' Penſſoner judged himſelf 
bound in Honour'tb do Himſelf right, ' As fo Mr. Stewart's Cri- 
ticalneſs, in knowing that the Perſintr's Letter was firlt Prin- 
tcd in Holland, and his Reflection on the Penfioner for infinua- 
ting that the” Letrer was firſt Printed-in Emgland; it is very like 
that Mr, Stewart, after ſo long a Pradtife in Libels, knows hbw 
to diſtinguiſh between the Prints of the ſeveral Nations better 
thanthe Penſfiaper, whoſe courſe of Life has raiſed him above all 
ſuch Praftices, But it is ceftain, that whereſvever it was firſt 
Priated, the Penſioner writ ſincerely, and believed really it was 
firſt Printed in England, This is all that ſeemed necellary to 
be ſaid for an Introduttion to the following Extra&s. 


July 


Ro 


July 1 2: 1687. | 


A*X D I afſwrt you by">lt I can find bere, | thy of aÞliſhment of this 
equal Liberty « bus Majeſty's wmoſt Deſign ——— I wiſh y-u7 
people at the Hague do nos. muſtake too far beth his Maeity and 
the Diſlenters ; for as 1 have already told you bu Niajelty's utmeſt 
Deſign, and bavye ground to believe, That bus Majeity will pre/erve 
and obſerve the\ True Right of Succeſſion, as 3 thing moſt ſacred ; 
fo 1 muſt entreat y4uu to remark, That the Off ench that . ſome. of the 
Chucch of Engla.id Men take at Addreſſorg, ſerms tame unaccuun- 
table, and u apprebended by the Dillenters #0 proceed ſo certainly 
from their former and wanted Spirit, that they begin to think them+ 
ſelves m large more Hazard from the Church of England's Re-ex- 
altation thas all the Papiſts ihetr Advontages. And next,' that, the 
Prince is thoug by to be abuſed ? ſome there t0'a too. great Miſlike of 
that which can never wrong him, but will.» probability m the event 
be wholly in bu own prwer -—» —— 1 hope you will conſider and 
make your belt uſe of theſe things -- | expect an Accaunt 
ofgthis per fir{t,. | mean, an, Anſwer t0. this Letter, and. pray 
mprove-it to the beſt Advantage. b 


The Second Letter, pithout: a Date. 


6 Br it is @ thivg meſ.certain,. rhge his Mpicty,. 4s refulwed t 
obſerve toe Succeſſion to the Crown as 4 thaxg moff fpofed, 
and, is far from all Thoughts of altexing the ſame ; and that'bus Ma- 
Jeſty 4: wery deſirous to have the Vrince end Vrincels of Orange ro 
conſent to and concur with bim in eſtabliſhing this Liverty ——; So 
that upon the whole it may be feared, tbat if the. Prince continue. b- 
ſftingte im refuſmg. bis Majeſty, be xray, fall under Suſpicion of ibe 
greateſt part of t.ngland and of all Scotland, te ve ray, greats Fits 
wourer of. the Church of England, and conſequently @gerſun whos 
they have regſon to dread —— And many think that this Compliance 
in the Prince, might be further a wiſ: part, bath as to the Concilia» 
timg of bis Majelty's greater Fawour, and the begetiing of an Un- 
Aderſtanding betwixt the King and the States; and the Parliament 


will conſens to the Liberty ſo much the rat ver, that they havea Pro- 
teſtant 


1-40 co —__—_ . 
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teſtant Succeſſor in proſpett =—— I canjot on theſe things make 
—> but Rupk: how them to your Refleticn, = beſt 
_ to make of them —— — | will expect your anſwer per 


 VVind(or, July. 18. 1687. 


T5; Hints that T ave you in my Letters I (hall now 
| ——— cerefire I dear wiſh, 
E fn, Prince and Princeſ Prmnceſs may under ily 16 find the need. 
ful on this * Subjef#. It troubles bu them ſo avrrſe 
from approving this Liebrty, and or its Eſtabliſhment 
—ſo that m truth I cannot ſee why their «uf + 7 pn 


brace cheerfully |, grats Sb bh Majeſty and 
|; 1p071 ! oe 
_ 

at the Poker ay OE_—_ the Prince — But the mam thing 


nes fie is to jor md, we ma ic 
may be ed, ai that a well o bimſe 
| þ wp that yrs ly rf ſemt t if 


ok 
jp poſe bo. mon mor. gh bo be (kw mf 


=—==>=—— I agam entreat your Co nd Dip os this, with your 
Return. 


London, July 2g. 1687. 


bne of the 19 July, RC the 26h July, Y. St. wil 
Spree andy y z for I bave indeed anſwered 
"oll can be ed, an you fach an Account of the Con- 
firmation of all 1 hove weiv Hom bis jeſty himſelf, rhat I mu 
think it a Fatality if rt rrmam 7 — And agam 
aſſure you, inate, it wil be fatal to the poor 
Diſlencers Fad tes ro allo k way Ills yet unheard of ; and there- 
fore pray Coalider - A, and let me know if there be any 
wy to receive In tion by a_ good Hand - bat bawever, 
f us —_ Good all we can, and 1 allure ypu 1 have my 
Warrant, Haſte your Anſwer. 


Windſor 


: (43) ke En 


_ Windfor, Aug, 5. 1687. 


"A ND ins word, believe me, if the Prince will do what is de- 
'ﬀA fired, it « the beſt ſervice to the Proteſtants, the higheſt 
Obligation on his Majeſty, end the greateſt Advancement of bus 
aun Intereſt that be can think on ;, but if not, then all « contrary 
—— Bxt pray haite an Anſwer. 


Windſor, Aug. 1g. 1687. 


| p< nn fr I 5. Inflent, looked for ; you remark, that 
« have recerved mine of the 2.6 of July, bus ſay nathing of that 
of t 5. ck 2 RO EI gn 
not only with permiſſion, according to his Majeſties Mind 
ſufficiently pr our Religion ought certainly to be dear- 
er to us than all earthly Concerns. It is very true what youſay, 
09/7 ngandery whkmaes mags, yup, dp 23h er, 4 
be of the greateſt Importance, which no ſhould perſwade to 
very ſcrupulons Caution : But yet 1 am. ſatisfied, That the imple 
R enting of what was wrote to you ( which was all I requi- 
) was no ſuch difficult Task But to be plain with you, 
as my Friend, your return 44 wet only lowg de but I obſerve 
ſuch « Coldneſs in it, different from the ſtrain of your former, that 1 
think I miſtake not when I underfand by your Letter mere than you 
expreſs —1 wiſh the 2. may ſee or hear this from end to end. 


London, Aug. 22. 1687. 


] Have s of the 16th Infkant.; when I ſaid your laſt war more 
LO facant not os roar ANA, but a#to your diligence in 
that Aﬀair for Tam , that the ef abliſhing of rhe 


Liberty by Law, i nt only the Intereſt of Proteſtant Dillenters above 
all athers, but that his Highneſs's conſtnting to it, would be its 
ſecure Guarantee both apt Changes and Abuſes —— 4; you 
love the Quiet of good Men and me, leave off Complanments and Cere- 
monies, and di c ACS of all I have written — — 
I am now baſtening toScotl but may return ſhortly ; for 
the Kings is moit deſirous to = the Prince and be will 4s wy 

ted- 


(34) 
doubted!) the beſt Guarantee to us of tha Liberty, ,and alſots binder + 
all your Fears ab Popery. | 


Newwark," Aug. 26.” 158 7., 


T mw T mt tell you, that þ <—— I boy —-—t 
B*: Rnetbor ee ref. anſwered my Expert at? 
en ; fer you ſee that to ſeven of mine,” be gave me nat one Word of 
Anſwer ; although 1 rold him, that the ſubſtance of them was 
writ by the Kipg's' Allowance, and a Returts expetted by him.-- 
beſides, the Anſwers be makes are either Generals or Complements, 
whereas my deſire was, that the Prince know things, and 
that.. his Anfwer with - his Reaſons might be - underſtood, —- 
but my Friend bas delayed and ſcruffed things, 


From-Scotland, Septemb. 24. + 1687. 


Have yours of the 30th of Aug, but bavt delayed (+ fo an- 
I A wats Laeniend yer ex- 

rhe Return — my moſt bumble Duty to my Frund « 
the "Hague. 


Edinburg, -Octob: 28.” 1687: 
ſp. Sf ety ant Aﬀair, wherewith I have long trou- 


wm more 7, my Conſcience bears me Wuneſ), 
I have dealt ſincerely for the Freedoms of the Goſpel-----1 had ccr- 
tainly long e're now written to the Penſioner Fagel, were it not 
tat 1 judged you were a better Interpreter of any thing 1 could 
fay : 1 know bis real Concern for the Proteſtant Religion ; and [14 


never forget bis undeſerved to me ; but alas ! that Provi- 
dence ſhould be ſo ill anderſt 


London, Novemb. 8. © 1687. 


T Hove yours of the 1 of Novernber-----the encloſed from the L. 
-Penſionary ſurprize me with & Teftimeny of bis Faveur and 
Friendſhip, and alſo of bis ſincere Love to the Truth, and fair and 
tid. Reaſoning upon the preſent Subjeft of Liberty , beyond what | 


£40 
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can. expreſs ; be bath ſeriouſly done too much for me ; but the more be 
bath done in complience with my mſign/fFrant Endeaviurs, the more 
I judge and efteem bis noble and tcalun Concern for Religion and 
Peace, which I arg certain could only in this Matter be bis juf Mo- 
tre: I boye you will teſtify to bum my deep Senſe of bis Favour'and 
moſt ſerious Profeſſion of Duty with all Diligence, wntil I be ins caſe 
to make bis L.'a direct Retwrn, 1 ſhowed the Letter to my Lord 
Melfort, who was ſatrified with wu. 


London, - Novemb, 6. 1687.” Which it ſeems 
is by a miſlake. of tbe Date. . | 


J Have your laſt, but bog been fo haraſſed and toiled, that I bawe 

wet bad time to aurite 80 you, mach lets.to my. Li Venfionary,; 
yt ſince my laft,. | acquainted the Earl of: Sunderland with his 
Aniwer, as the King ordered me ; but I ſee ol Hope from your 
Side #«. given quite over, and Men are become as cold init here as 
yu are poſurve there. 


London, Novemb. 1 9. 168 7. 


Y my laft of the 8th, Inſtant, I gave you notice of the Receipt of 
my Lord Penſionary's Letter, and what was and is my Sence 
of his extraordinary Kindnels and Concern in that Altair, Suce 
that time | have had the Oppertunity to ſhew them to the 
King, and at his Command did read to him diſtinctly out of 
the Engliſh Copy ell the Account given of her Highnetles mind 
touching the Penal Statutes and the Teſt ; and withall, fronified 
the Sum of what was ſubjoyned, eſpecially the Reſpect and Difference 
therem Expreſſed to bis Majeity's Yerjſon and Government ;, but to 
my ewn Regret, | find that this Anſwer hath been too long de- 
layed , p. that now the King is quite ver that Matter, beimg no 
ways ſatisfied with the Diſtinction made of the Teſts from the Yenal 
Laws ; and no leſs prſitrue, that bis Highneſs is either to be pre- 
wvailed upon, nor ſo . much as to be further treated with in this 
Matter. 


(30) 
The Concluſion. 


N D thus all that relates to the Occaſion that drew the 
Penſioners Letter from him, appears in its true light. If 

this Diſcovery is uncaſie to Mr. Stewwrt, he has none to blame 
for it but himſelE It is yery likely the firſt Article of his me- 
rit, for the defacing of all that was paſt, was the Paing he took 
to work on their Higbneſſes, by the Penſioners means : But that 
wing failed him, ny Lav Be he IO 
it may come in for a ſecond Article ; w the Re- 
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